
The Devon Climate Emergency

Objectives:

• Reduce carbon 
emissions to net-zero by 
2050 at the latest

• Improve the resilience of 
Devon’s environment

• Prepare communities for 
a warmer world

Partnership:

Creating a resilient net-zero carbon Devon – where people and nature thrive



The Interim Devon 
Carbon Plan

A plan for everyone one in 
Devon

Focuses on the strategic issues 
and it nests with plans at 
other levels

Engagement



Eight objectives



Five themes – each with multiple goals
• Economy and Resources

• Energy Supply

• Built Environment
• (eg goal 9.5: “Independent, trusted advice and support on building retrofit is readily 

available”)

• Transport 
• (eg goal 10.9:“Flying is reduced and Devon is contributing to the development of low 

carbon aviation technology”)

• Food, Land and Sea

• Plus cross-cutting which includes engagement, planning & landscape





ECONOMY AND 
RESOURCES

Devon’s economy: just, smart, circular, 
regenerative and rich in natural capital

6. Support communities and 
businesses to make the transition to 
net-zero livelihoods using innovative 
channels of finance, fostering 
innovation and ensuring we have the 
skills we need  for the emerging 
economy.

1. Enable the economy to meet 
everyone’s needs more equally 
without exceeding planetary 
boundaries

2. Avoid creating waste, by 
buying less, buying second hand, 
repairing the things we have and 
sharing rather than each 
individually owning items

3. Transition to a circular economy, 
by designing products for 
disassembly so we can recover 
materials for reuse and recycling 

4. Reduce emissions from 
biodegradable waste and 
wastewater treatment

5. Accelerate the transition to 
net-zero carbon by targeting 
the purchasing and 
commissioning power of 
Devon’s organisations to get 
best value locally



Devon Carbon Plan – Energy

In 2018:

• 62% of Devon’s greenhouse gas emissions related to energy use in the form of 
electricity and fossil fuels in buildings, manufacturing, construction and transport

• 7% of the total energy used in Devon for electricity, heat and transport was met by 
renewable sources

• 32% of Devon’s electricity was provided from renewable sources within the County

What needs to happen:

• Use less energy – reduce demand and use energy more efficiently

• Transition to renewables. e.g. wind, solar, biofuel

• Flexibility and storage – store electricity and use it more flexibly

• Carbon capture and storage



Transition to renewables

• Switching all our heating from fossil fuels to heat pumps, and motorised transport 
to battery-electric cars and hydrogen HGVs, is estimated to increase Devon’s 
electricity consumption by about 2.5 times 2018 levels.

• Some of this will be met through national infrastructure, such as new offshore wind 
farms, but generating more of our electricity locally has advantages.

• Estimates of renewable energy generation potential in Devon suggest that there is 
suitable land available (away from sensitive receptors and environmental 
designations) to meet Devon’s own requirements and export to other areas.

• Although 80% of the public support onshore wind, local opposition to wind 
development is evident in Devon. Communities must be closely involved in the 
transition. There are already more community energy organisations in Devon than 
any other County in the UK.



Flexibility and storage

• Renewable energy sources such as wind and solar are not necessarily available at 
the times when demand is greatest.

• The roll out of smart meters and the introduction of flexible, time of use tariffs will 
encourage people to use electricity when renewable energy supply is higher and 
demand is lower rather than at times when demand is high.

• Storage solutions, such as batteries, can store energy when supply exceeds demand 
so that it can be deployed when required.



27th January 2021

Transition Tavistock -
Commentary on the Devon 
Carbon Plan

Section 11 - Food, Land and Sea

What can be done in Tavistock?



Food and Land

• Food

• Encourage consumption of local produce.

• Education; low carbon healthy eating, local sources, production, soil heath, the local economy.

• Land

• Identify locations for; new woodland, copses, meadows, mixed forestry,  revitalising existing 
habitats, locations within the town for “the right tree in the right place”. Join up existing habitats.

• Work with landowners, trusts, planners.

• Dartmoor is the largest carbon store asset to be improved.

• Enhancing wet land, increasing tree cover and biodiversity.



TT tips on using the online consultation
• Reading the plan

• You can browse via online menus or download section pdfs
• Online pages are long – scroll up to get back to contents list.
• The “overall summary” = 35 A4 pages. If wanting fuller detail, don’t confuse this with 

the main sections. 

• Short survey
• asks overall view & target date – no option to comment on any detail  

• Long survey has same top & tail, and three optional middle sections on 
• key outcomes & priority actions (support or not – if not, why)
• detailed actions by theme (how important, what else)
• priority questions to put to Citizen’s Assembly

• Have plan open on another tab for reference. No means of saving answers, 
and back arrow loses them.

• Closes 15th Feb (?)


