
Transition Tavistock discussion of Interim Devon Carbon Plan 
(Zoom event 27th Jan 2021) 

 

After introductions, members of the Transition Tavistock committee 

gave short presentations introducing the plan, outlining some of the 

proposals in it, and demonstrating how the online consultation works 

(and some of the glitches in it).  

 

Discussion in breakout groups enabled everyone to meet new people and share initial 

thoughts on the plan. Points emerging included: 

 

On the plan overall: 

• Although long, it is readable and interesting. 

• Welcomed the thorough coverage and the involvement of community groups 

• Includes points specific to Devon as well as those more widely relevant 

• Good that recognises difficult questions and will put to climate assembly – eg re diet 

changes and impact on local land management. 

• Governance section important – progress with implementation must be monitored.   

 

On how it sets the context for groups like Transition Tavistock: 

• Need to take account of people’s motivations for change – positive messaging to 

counter too late / why bother views 

• It will be difficult to get people engaged with some of the actions 

• There are some topics where effect of change will be more obvious to the (local) public, 

eg land use (trees / pasture), diet, rural transport 

• Benefits of buying local food need to be communicated in way that recognises reality 

of food poverty.  

• Land allocation through the planning system will constrain implementation of the plan. 

Housing currently being built is not sustainable. Suggestion of setting up a community 

group to be proactive in responding to plans for further local estates. 

 

People shared tips and resources including Fairphone, Doughnut Economics, Slow Ways, 

Tamar Energy Community advice service, and Transition Tavistock’s past work on a local 

economic blueprint, recent comments on planning, and monthly Green Drinks get 

togethers.  

 

Everyone was encouraged to show the importance of Devon responding to the climate 

emergency by completing the consultation – preferably the longer version but skipping to 

the bits of most personal interest – by the deadline of 15th February.  

https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/interimcarbonplan/?cat_id=2572/
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/have-your-say/
https://www.fairphone.com/en/
https://uk.bookshop.org/books/doughnut-economics-seven-ways-to-think-like-a-21st-century-economist/9781847941398
https://slowways.uk/
https://tamarenergycommunity.com/energy-advice/
https://www.transitiontavistock.org.uk/working-groups/tavistock-and-district-local-economic-blueprint/
https://www.transitiontavistock.org.uk/consultation-responses/
https://www.transitiontavistock.org.uk/events/green-drinks/

