
 

 

Dear Geoffrey, 

As a community group within your constituency, we are 

writing to ask you to follow up the recommendations 

recently made by the statutory Committee on Climate 

Change, in their June 2020 report. 

We welcomed the introduction, during your time in government, of UK legislation to 

eliminate our contribution to climate change, and pleased that the Committee was already 

in place to provide independent reporting on that. We are keen to see the UK demonstrate 

world leadership in tackling climate change throughout the period leading to the postponed 

COP26. This must be integral to the wider COVID-19 recovery strategy.  

We are therefore disappointed that the steps taken by government “do not yet measure up 

to meet the size of the Net Zero challenge and we are not making adequate progress in 

preparing for climate change” (p13 of report).  

The Committee made clear recommendations for action over the next year “to address this 

policy deficit and establish a credible internationally-leading position”. These are helpfully 

referenced to individual department responsibilities. We draw your attention to three that 

have particular importance for West Devon, and ask that you proactively follow them up 

with the ministers concerned.  

1. [Housing, Communities & Local Government] Buildings standards: “Implement a 

strong set of standards that ensure buildings are designed for a changing climate 

and deliver high levels of energy efficiency and low-carbon heat for new and 

existing buildings” (p39).  

The detail of this important recommendation includes “a robust definition of the Future 

Homes Standard”, “a clear direction for retrofit across the buildings stock”, design to 

address overheating risk by passive cooling, “remit of the new buildings safety regulator”, 

“local authorities properly funded to enforce buildings standards”, and closing loopholes 

exploited by developers.  

With so much new housing, some of poor design, being built in the constituency, and so 

many older buildings expensive to heat, this action would greatly improve current and 

future quality of life here. It would also develop skills and provide jobs across Devon.  

Will you write to the Secretary of State to tell him of our concerns and stress the urgency of 

this across your constituency? 

2. [Treasury] “Ensure the forthcoming National Infrastructure Strategy is fully 

consistent with the UK's Net Zero and climate adaptation objectives, in particular 

on buildings energy efficiency” (p27).  



It would be tragic if “Project Speed” leads to construction which locks in wasteful energy 

use, for example in schools or hospitals in Devon, rather than demanding the highest 

achievable standard of energy efficient design. This will reduce calls on public funds in 

future. It is also important that protections for biodiversity are not sacrificed. Our natural 

environment is vital to our mental health, and brings local economic benefit through 

tourism.  

Will you write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer to tell him how important this is to your 

constituents? 

3. [Transport] “Active travel and public transport: Invest in walking and cycling 

infrastructure and strengthen other schemes to support active travel modes. Invest 

in public transport and other measures to reduce car travel demand (e.g. car sharing 

and mobility as a service). Improve infrastructure connectivity to lock-in positive 

behaviours that reduce travel demand (e.g. home-working). (p37) 

As you know, we have, as volunteers, been promoting active travel and the use of public 

transport in the Tavistock area. In talking to members of the public, we have found many 

open to reducing car use, but deterred by the limited range of safe cycle routes, the 

infrequency of buses to any destination other than Plymouth, and the lack of access to rail. 

We are in conversation with our councils, but realise that they do not have the resources to 

address this.  

We welcome support you have shown for potential infrastructure projects including the 

Tavistock to Bere Alston rail route and Yelverton to Roborough cycle path. However, 

without a significant shift in national priorities away from spending on roads, these remain 

distant prospects, and we also want to see Tavistock – Exeter rail restored. Our local bus 

companies have done well in maintaining services during the pandemic, but a strong policy 

lead will be needed to attract restore and increase usage as soon as it is safe.  

Will you write to the Secretary of State and pass on our concerns on this? 

We look forward to your responses on these points.  

[The letter was signed by committee members.] 

 


