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Mar ianne Suhr 
 

Marianne is a Chartered 
Building Surveyor specialising 
in the repair of historic 
buildings. After a scholarship 
with the SPAB, she worked 
for seven years in 
architectural practice, then 
full-time on hands-on repair 
projects including three very 
different old houses. For the 
SPAB she has run over 40 
homeowners’ courses  and 
numerous ‘limedays’. She is 
co-author (with Roger Hunt) 
of Old House Handbook and 
Old House Eco Handbook, 
and has written and lectured 
extensively.  
A co-presenter of three series 
of BBC2’s Restoration, she 
recently set up the Old House 
Consultancy, advising on 
repairs and alterations in the 
Oxfordshire locality. 

Roger Hunt 
 

Roger, co-author (with 
Marianne Suhr) of Old House 
Handbook and Old House Eco 
Handbook, is an award-winning 
writer and blogger with a 
particular interest in 
sustainable and vernacular 
architecture and the materials 
and techniques used in 
construction. He is the author 
of Rural Britain:  Then and Now, 
a celebration of  the British 
countryside, Villages of England 
and Hidden Depths, an 
archaeological exploration of 
Surrey’s past. He lectures on 
building-related issues, is a 
judge of annual awards for new 
housing and serves on the 
editorial board of the SPAB 
Magazine. His latest renovation 
project is a 1900 house on 
Martha’s Vineyard, 
Massachusetts, USA. 

 
THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANCIENT BUILDINGS 
 

The SPAB is Britain’s oldest conservation charity, with around 8,500 members 
from all walks of life. Founded by William Morris in 1877 to combat destructive 
and over-zealous Victorian enthusiasm for restoration rather than repair, today  
the SPAB continues to offer advice, education and expertise to professionals  
and owners. We also campaign on threats to the historic environment. 
 

The SPAB is the champion of the building, representing the practical and positive side of 
conservation, with a firm set of principles about how old buildings should be repaired and the 
practical knowledge to demonstrate how these principles should be applied. We are training the 
next generation to care for old buildings with skill and discernment, and, through our courses, 
publications, pamphlets and technical advice, we are helping many others who own or live in old 
buildings to understand them better. 
 

Since 2009 the SPAB has co-ordinated a ground-breaking research project into the energy 
efficiency performance of old buildings. Fascinatingly, results have shown that traditionally 
constructed properties can perform better than commonly supposed. These findings and the 
Society’s continuing investigations could now have a significant impact on the way the energy 
performance of old and traditionally constructed buildings is approached. 
 

For more information about the SPAB visit our website www.spab.org.uk or  
telephone +44 (0)20 7377 1644. 
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Old House Eco Course 
 

With Marianne Suhr and Roger Hunt, chaired by Jonathon Garlick 
(The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings) 
 

With rising energy bills and the wish to cut carbon emissions high on many 
people’s personal agenda, the need for sustainable, energy efficient buildings is 
increasingly urgent. The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings presents 
a unique one day course on  how to make your home – whether it is medieval 
and timber-framed, Georgian, Victorian or Edwardian, detached or terrace – 
energy efficient and low carbon without devaluing the future sustainability or 
character of the building.  
 

Led by Marianne Suhr and Roger Hunt, authors of the Old House Eco Handbook 
(published in association with the SPAB), the course will present case studies 
and lectures based on the themes of the book, focusing in turn on walls, 
windows and doors, and roofs, ceilings and floors to offer practical advice and 
solutions for each area of your building. 
 

In the rush to be ‘eco’, compatibility between traditional buildings and modern 
technologies and materials can be mistakenly ignored. The course will explain 
how to avoid potential problems and will consider an holistic approach to 
retrofitting, while presenting a background to the latest building science with 
practical advice and examples of best practice. 
 

The course will be relevant primarily for owners of period properties (pre-1919), 
but also for professionals who may need to brief their clients (homeowners) on 
improving the energy efficiency of their buildings. There will be an opportunity 
to present your questions to a Panel of building conservation experts. 
 

The event will be chaired by Jonathon Garlick, Chartered Building Surveyor and 
Technical Officer at the SPAB who currently helps to oversee the SPAB energy 
efficiency research project. 
 
 

Historic Buildings on Dartmoor 
The first purpose of Dartmoor National 
Park Authority (DNPA) is the conservation 
and enhancement of the natural beauty, 
wildlife and cultural heritage of the 
National Park. 
 

DNPA supports the sensitive 
refurbishment of historic buildings, where 
environmental performance is improved 
at the same time as the conservation of 
the character of the historic building.  
 

DNPA has recently funded research by 
SPAB into the retrofit of historic homes on 
Dartmoor, through the Dartmoor 
Sustainable Development Fund. We are 
delighted to invite SPAB to run this course 
and provide practical advice on the 
appropriate retrofit of traditional 
buildings. 

Book your place 
Old House Eco Courses are very popular and 
places fill up fast, so book early to avoid 
disappointment. Priority will be given to 
those with buildings on Dartmoor and 
adjoining market towns/villages until  7th 
April, after which bookings will be open to all. 
 

The event is subsidised by DNPA through the 
Dartmoor Sustainable Development Fund. 
Tickets are reduced from £100 and cost: 
•  £24 (£20 + VAT) – 

homeowners/community groups 
• £36 (£30 + VAT) – local authority 
• £48 (£40 + VAT) – building professionals 
Includes lunch, refreshments and notes 
 

For further information contact: 
Dartmoor National Park Authority: 
www.dartmoor.gov.uk/spabcourse 
Tel: 01626 832093 
Email: dsdf@dartmoor.gov.uk  

http://www.dartmoor.gov.uk/spabcourse

